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Publishing Your Work in 2013—An Editor’s Perspective

A VT4 T FREMEY

Jeffrey A. Platt

There are over six hundred dental publications available today. That makes publishing scholarly work in the dental lit-
erature more accessible that it has ever been. But, it may also make the process more confusing and, therefore, more
challenging. No longer are there a few print journals that only accept the most relevant and most well written manu-
scripts. Because the internet has opened access to electronic literature on a global basis, the choices for publication have
grown immensely. Along with the growth in publications, the challenges for financially supporting these publications
have also grown.

Journals have been dependent upon good peer review that is led by an editorial board. Finding participants willing to
provide high quality reviews for editorial boards is becoming more challenging because of the growing number of jour-
nals. The makeup of these boards will be discussed and thoughts about the future will be offered.

A common practice is to use the impact factor as a measure of a journal’s importance. This practice has its strengths
but also should be approached with significant caution, particularly in some areas of concentration. The impact factor can
provide a helpful quantitative measure but can it can also be abused when used inappropriately. As electronic publications
become cited more regularly and the number of cited publications grows, it should be expected that the impact factor will
become even less discriminating.

Ultimately, most authors have the primary objective to disseminate information as broadly as possible to the correct
audience. Increasing the odds that a manuscript will be selected for publication in the most appropriate journal requires
attention to a few basic issues. Presenting new information, following published journal instructions, using a good study
design, and writing with minimal errors in the language of the journal are critical issues. If these are not met, the likeli-

hood that publication in higher significance journals is low.
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WH W B EFA LRI, AR — VRSO LI TROMEICHFS T 2, BO@EEHRICE->T,
DB ENH 2 L2 A A=Y LI v, FTHEEMET 202D 5. 2Oz &YS, HAEREMS
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ZEME
Dental Erosion : From Diagnosis to Therapy—Volume Editor ; A. Lussi, Monographs in Oral Science Series Editor ;
G. M. Whitford, Vol. 20
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Research Efforts in Dental Biomaterials at IUSD
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Jeffrey A. Platt

The importance of materials science research is shifting. Outside of the quest for a universal amalgam substitute, the
need for continued development and improvement of restorative materials is perceived to be less than it once was. At the
same time, understanding the interaction of materials with the surrounding human environment is receiving more atten-
tion as implants and tissue regeneration play an increasing role in oral therapies.

Dental Biomaterials at Indiana University continues to be involved with restorative materials development, currently
working with approaches to enhance their biological interaction. One area of focus is in the area of dental adhesives.
Recent adhesives have proven to be very successful in the short term but there are concerns about their ability to resist
biodegradation. The adhesive interface is composed of different components that are susceptible to degradation. Efforts
are being made around the world to enhance the resistance of this adhesive interface.

The impact of the polymerization process has long been thought to be an important issue in the success of direct resin
based restorative materials. The impact of polymerization stress development on the adhesive interface continues to be of
interest to researchers. This is true even though there is minimal clinical evidence to demonstrate direct correlations
with clinical failure.

Yttrium reinforced-tetragonal zirconia polycrystals are now a significant part of restorative dentistry. Several issues
such as wear, bonding adhesives, and bonding of veneer ceramic are areas that have raised concern. This has become an
area of intense student and clinician interest.

The world of regeneration first impacted clinical dentistry in the area of periodontal tissues. Improvements continue to
be made in the creation of scaffolds and membranes to enhance bone growth, not only for periodontal concerns, but for
the replacement of tissue lost to trauma in other oral-facial regions. The United States Department of Defense has taken a
keen interest in funding work in this area because of the types of injuries that military personnel have suffered in the lat-

est conflicts. In addition, it is the area that provides the greatest opportunity for other major funding support.
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