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Introduction of NDBE (National Dental Board Examination) of Korea

Department of Conservative Dentistry, College of Dentistry, Dankook University

Dong-Hoon Shin

Way of modern dental education has been changed from the old-fashioned cramming system to self-leading mode.
Furthermore, its goal moves from the concept of “What do you know?” to that of “What are you able to do?”. That is
called as “competency-based learning”. We believe that the educational quality will be raised and the new accreditation
system we’ve got will be well-balanced through these kinds of changes.

Dental licensure is intended to ensure that only qualified individuals are licensed to provide dental treatments to the
public. Applicants should demonstrate clinical knowledge, skills and abilities necessary to safely practice dentistry.

NDBE in Korea is enforced in the form of paper test only. Because it is only possible to evaluate applicants whether
they know fragmentary understanding or not, it is unjust to label this kind of examination as a real qualifying examina-
tion. Therefore, it is considered that another type of examination should be adopted to complement the weakness of
paper test, for example, data-presenting type and case-based questions. Additionally, clinical performance examination is
going to be introduced in a near future.

Nowadays, two-step tests were imposed to the applicants who qualified as a dentist at foreign countries, after evaluat-
ing whether they learn adequate dental curriculum corresponding to national dental education: first one for basic dental
knowledge, second one for clinical performance competency. After then, they have the same chance to take a NDBE like
the Korean dental school graduates.

When think about the possibility of personal interchange, there comes a time for the cross recognition of qualified pro-
fessional manpower. If so, international accreditation of the dental curriculum and globalization of the NDBE will be

needed.
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