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Exploring Pulpal and Periapical Pathologies
—Diagnostic Challenges and Case Presentation—

Tluminada L. Viloria, DMD, PhD Dean, University of the East College of Dentistry, Philippine

Dr. lluminada L. Viloria graduated from Centro Escolar University in 1990, where she received the Merito-
rious Service Award upon graduation. She completed specialized training in Endodontics at John E. Cotton
Hospital, with 16 months of training and worked as both an associate dentist and faculty member from 1992
to 1995. She pursued a Doctor of Philosophy in Dental Science at Nagasaki University from 1995 to 2000
under a Mombusho Scholarship. In 2000, Dr. Viloria joined the University of the East as a faculty member,
where she remains a dedicated part of the institution. In 2024, she was appointed the Dean of the University
of the East College of Dentistry.

Dr. Viloria is a Diplomate of the Philippine Board of Endodontics and has served as the Past President of
the Endodontic Society of the Philippines (ESP). She was honored as the first runner-up of the Most Out-
standing Affiliate President of the Philippine Dental Association in both 2011 and 2012. Dr. Viloria also con-
tributed to the field as the Editor-in-Chief of the ESP Journal.

Accurate diagnosis is crucial for successful treatment in endodontics. Without thorough diagnostic testing, including
patient history and chief complaints, it is impossible to formulate the correct treatment plan. The signs and symptoms of
pulpal and periapical pathologies can often be misleading if not interpreted in conjunction with comprehensive diagnos-
tic tools. This lecture aims to provide a deeper understanding of these diagnostic challenges by presenting real clinical
cases that demonstrate the complexity of diagnosis. The lecture will highlight the importance of utilizing all available
diagnostic resources to guide decision-making and ensure the success of root canal therapy.
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